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nected during my Parliamentary career. The
preparation of the Bill involved many weeks of
concentrated effort as well as negotiations with all
lands of interested bodies. Glauses were drafted,
and re-drafted, over and over again, and the con-
duct of the Bill required exceptional efforts of
memory on the part of those responsible for it.

Of measures associated with my name, I should
rank the Housing Act of 1923 as next in importance
to the Local Government Act.

Though not a measure which made a popular
appeal, I consider the passing of the Rating and
Valuation Act of 1925 the most difficult Parlia-
mentary achievement with which I have been
associated, on account of its highly technical char-
acter and controversial nature.

Thoroughness and knowledge of a subject are
qualities which, in my opinion, unquestionably
make for success in Parliamentary life, and any
success I may have attained in that sphere I attri-
bute largely to my experience of local government.
I can imagine no better training for a man desirous
of making a career in the House of Commons than
work on some local body.

Indeed, Mr. Chamberlain was so enthusiastic about
his Local Government Bill that he wrote an article
about it in the Nineteenth Century, and he is not one who
readily rushes into print. The main points, according
to its author, were as follows:

(1)  The abolition of the Boards of Guardians, and
the transference of their powers and duties to the
councils of counties and county boroughs.

(2)  The equalization of the charges for Poor Law